
 

CW Climate Clinic      Your name___________________________ 
 

Week 1 Homework:  Identify online climate resources  
 
For next week, please do some online research to find information about an aspect of climate change that is locally 
relevant.  You may define ‘locally relevant’ in a number of ways:  geographically (for example, Chicago, the Great Lakes, 
Illinois, the Midwest, etc) or thematically (e.g. flooding, agriculture, heat waves, migration, etc).   

 Select one online resource and fill in the following worksheet to help assess how useful the source is. 

 Prepare to describe your resource and to discuss its strengths and weaknesses as a credible source of 
information. 

 We will discuss the resources in small groups at the beginning of the session in week 2. 

 We will collect these worksheets and use them to compile a list of reliable resources to share. 
 

Please write the full citation for your source: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

What type of resource is this (circle one): 
 

Government report  Scholarly article  Newspaper article  
NGO report    Website   Magazine article  Other: _____________ 

 
 

Currency: the timeliness of the information  

When was the information published or posted?  __________________________________________________________ 

Does your topic require current information?  Yes No 

explain:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

* Websites Only: How recently has the website been updated? ______________________________________________ 

* Websites Only:  Are the links functional? Yes No 

 

Relevance: the importance of the information for your needs  

Does the information relate to your topic or answer your question?     Yes No 

explain:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the primary topic?  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Who is the intended audience?  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Is the information at an appropriate level (not too elementary or advanced for your needs)?   Yes No 

Have you looked at a variety of sources before determining this is the one you will use?  Yes No 

Would you be comfortable using this source for a research paper?     Yes No 



 

Authority: the source of the information  

Who is the author / publisher / source / sponsor? _________________________________________________________ 

What are the author’s credentials or organizational affiliations?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the author’s qualifications to write on this topic?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is there contact information?     Yes No 

*Websites Only: does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? (circle: .com, .edu, .gov, .org, .net)  

explain:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Accuracy: the reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content  

Is the information supported by evidence?    Yes No 

Are there citations or a bibliography?    Yes No 

Has the information been reviewed or refereed?  Yes No 

Can you verify any of the information in another source? Yes No 

Does the language or tone seem unbiased and free of emotion? Yes No 

Are there spelling, grammar or typographical errors?  Yes No 

 

Purpose: the reason the information exists  

What is the purpose of the information?  Is it to inform, teach, sell, entertain or persuade?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do the creator(s) make their intentions or purpose clear?   Yes No 

Does the point of view appear objective and impartial?     Yes No 

explain:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are there any political, ideological, cultural, religious, or personal bias?  Yes No 

explain:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

Do you consider this source (circle one): 
 
 highly credible  somewhat credible  of questionable credibility  not credible  
 
 
 
 
 
 

*this worksheet was adapted by Susan Ask, at Animalia Project, from material created by California State University- Chico and Cal State-Northridge 


